RESCUE  OF  GREELY  AND  SIX  COMPANIONS        167

after the Bear left the Gary Islands she ran Into open water and
arrived at Littleton Island a little after noon on Sunday, June
22d.

The objective point was now Cape Sabine as the next in the
line of search, and, although the weather was very bad and the
wind blowing with fury during the snow squalls, the sea was
tolerably clear of heavy ice. The start was made by the relief
ships at or near 2 p. M. for Cape Sabine, where both vessels ar-
rived about 9 F. M.? impeded a good deal by heavy pack ice ex-
tending two or three miles off the land. A passage, however, was
forced after some heavy ramming into the harbor ice of Payer
Harbor, where both ships made fast with ice anchors to the ice
which had not yet brbken up. Parties were detailed to examine
simultaneously the cairns on Brevoort Island, Stalknecht Island,
the coast line around the bay and Cape Sabine. When these
parties had left the ship it was blowing heavily from the south-
ward, with biting snow squalls, which impeded somewhat the
search.

In the meanwhile the commander had gone to his room to take
some rest to prepare for the battle through Kane Sea if perchance
the search about Cape Sabine should reveal no tidings of the
missing expedition. His berth against the ship's side was near
the water-line, or, more properly, the ice-line. While no sound
could be heard on deck because of the roaring of the wind
through the rigging, he distinctly heard what appeared to be
cheering. Hastening on deck to inform Lemly, who was the deck
officer, he learned from him that he had heard nothing and could
see nothing for the falling snow, which shut out the islands and
the cape. The commander returned to his room, leaving instruc-
tions to keep a sharp lookout. A second time cheering was dis-
tinctly heard, and this time unmistakably. The sounds had been
borne by the ice against the ship's side almost to the ear. A
little thought recalled the excellent conducting qualities of ice
and explained all. Returning again to inform Lemly that there
was no doubt about hearing cheering, a rift in the squall disclosed
seaman Jewell running over the ice from Brevoort Island toward
the Thetis, holding up and waving a package. A few minutes
later Harlow signalled that Greely's records had been found on
Stalknecht Island.the undisturbed caches of provisions left there to indicate thates for signals or other evi-ation,owed us outward. It was a demonstration of en-
